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Editorial 

 

This issue of Animal Studies Journal opens with a guest edition prepared by Laura Jean McKay, 

Alexandra McKewan and Clare Archer-Lean on the theme of Animal Cultures, taking 

inspiration from a recent conference of the Australasian Animal Studies Association. 

The four themed papers are accompanied by two further papers, from Franziska Trapp 

and Becky Tipper. Following work with Cie Equinoctis, Trapp’s paper ‘Dresse-toi’ examines to 

what extent contemporary circus is able to foreground and valorise nonhuman animals in the 

context of interspecies performance. Tipper’s short fiction ‘All the Animals’ is informed by  

her research with families in Portugal, providing a thoughtful and beautifully written perspective 

on the position of nonhuman animals in multispecies households and their formative influence  

in human lives.  

A selection of reviews completes the issue. Ashleigh Best reviews Elizabeth Ellis’s 

important book Australian Animal Law: Context and Critique. Wendy Woodward has reviewed two 

books – Bellwether Histories: Animals, Humans, and U.S. Environments in Crisis, edited by Susan 

Nance and Jennifer Marks, and Benjamin Schulz-Figueroa’s The Celluloid Specimen: Moving Image 

Research into Animal Life. Esther Alloun reviews Irus Braverman’s Settling Nature: The Conservation 

Regime in Palestine Israel. 

We hope you enjoy this rich issue. 

Melissa Boyde (chief editor) and Sally Borrell (deputy editor), Animal Studies Journal 
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