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EDITORIAL 

 
i 

Editorial: Special Issue on Covid-19 
 

This edition of Animal Studies Journal, guest edited by Chloë Taylor (University of Alberta), Kelly 

Struthers Montford (Ryerson University) and Eva Kasprzycka (University of British Columbia), 

is a Special Issue on the impacts of Covid-19 on human-animal relations. These have ranged 

from the emptying of animal shelters due to mass adoptions for companionship during 

lockdowns, to the emptying of farm facilities due to mass killing of other species on the grounds 

of their own susceptibility to the virus. Media coverage of the impact of human lockdowns on 

wild animals ranged from celebrations (and occasionally fabulations) of wildlife reclaiming the 

spaces ceded, to concerns about the limited ability of conservationists to undertake monitoring 

of vulnerable populations. The impacts, in other words, have been wide-ranging and diverse. 

What these collected papers bring into focus, however, is the broader picture of how these 

various situations are connected by the narratives of human exceptionality and entitlement that 

shape them, and that shape zoonosis itself. 

As well as this timely collection of papers, which addresses pressing global issues, we 

include a selection of reviews of recent publications in animal studies.  

We feel sure you will find this edition informative and thought-provoking. 

Melissa Boyde and Sally Borrell 

Animal Studies Journal 
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