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Editorial 
Dedication to Siobhan O'Sullivan (1974-2023) 
 

This edition of the journal is dedicated to the memory of Siobhan O'Sullivan who died in the 

early hours of Saturday June 17, 2023.  It was ovarian cancer which cut short the life of this 

indomitable advocate, activist, scholar and charismatic woman who deployed her abundance of 

energy, humour, intellect and compassion to bring awareness to the injustices wrought on other 

animals in this world. 

 

 

 

The critical/animal studies network is close-knit in Australia and Siobhan played a leading role 

in finding ways to support the discipline as it developed. We first met in 2007 – a colleague and 

I were seeking funding for a national symposium on replacing animals in scientific and medical 

research, and I am certain Siobhan's presence on the funding committee had a great deal to do 
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with the decision to fund the event. Two years later I started working with Siobhan in a 

scholarly group formed to build and strengthen the then nascent field of animal studies – the 

Australian Animal Studies Group. It was the early days, our small group was diverse, productive 

and dynamic and our meetings were sometimes boisterous – Siobhan's voice and laugh rang out 

along the corridors!  The group is now the Australasian Animal Studies Association (AASA) and 

the current chair, Dinesh Wadiwel, wrote after her death 'For those of us who knew Siobhan 

personally, she was experienced as something like an irrepressible force ... always the pulsing 

heart of any gathering she was part of'.  In 2021 Siobhan funded two prizes, conceived as 

ongoing support for the field – the AASA Journal Article by an Early Career Researcher Prize 

and the AASA Popular Communication of Animal Studies Prize. 

Siobhan is the author of Animals, Equality, and Democracy (2011) which, as Peter Singer writes: 

'appeals to democratic values to argue that the way we treat many animals is unjustifiable, even 

when judged by the standards that citizens of most democracies already accept'. With Robert 

Garner she co-edited the important collection, The Political Turn in Animal Ethics (2016).  

However, Siobhan is perhaps most widely known to critical/animal studies scholars 

internationally through the podcast she founded in 2015, Knowing Animals, in which she 

interviews researchers and animal advocates about their work:  

https://www.knowinganimals.com/podcasts   

The love shown for Siobhan at her funeral a few days ago and the many hilarious stories told 

there by her family, friends and colleagues honoured a woman whose work, commitment, 

innovation and trademark humour and laugh will be greatly missed by us all. 

Rest in peace Siobhan. 

 

Melissa Boyde 

Editor 
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