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Editorial: In whose interest? 
 

This edition of Animal Studies Journal begins with an emphasis on extinction and de-extinction. 

The ‘Provocation from the Field’ is by Rick De Vos who provides a poignant reflection on how 

extinct animal species and their histories become selectively framed within human histories, and 

on alternative ways in which we might ‘encounter’ extinction. This is followed by four articles 

addressing different aspects of the ethics of de-extinction – the possibility of recovering 

currently extinct species through biotechnology – by members of the New Zealand Centre for 

Human-Animal Studies at the University of Canterbury.  

Preserved Woolly Mammoths in regional parts of Russia could make possible the de-

extinction of pre-historic species, opening both ethical quandaries and speculative possibilities. 

Henrietta Mondry frames these relationships between extant scientific possibilities around the 

cloning of Mammoths in relation to cultural discourses. Her case study – modern Russian fiction 

and political discourse – shows that such de-extinction prospects cannot be purified of political 

ideology. Carolyn Mason offers an evaluation of the ‘unnaturalness objection’ to the concept of 

de-extinction, addressing different elements in turn, before noting the need for limitations and 

risk management.  Douglas Campbell addresses the authenticity, or not, of such species, and 

evaluates the ‘genesis argument,’ asking how much value to place on the question of whose 

agency is responsible for their reproduction.  The section concludes with Rosie Ibbotson’s paper 

which examines the dominance of visual representation within discourses advocating de-

extinction and offers a compelling analysis of ‘what “success” might mean in relation to de-

extinction’.  Ibbotoson’s exposure of the ‘anthropocentricism of the de-extinction gaze’ informs 

her argument for ‘multispecies phenomonologies’ and animal agency. 

 The papers in the next section turn towards lived human-animal interactions in three 

very different contexts. Marcus Baynes-Rock and Elizabeth Marshall Thomas describe the wary 

coexistence of lion and human communities in the Kalahari as observed in the 1950s, and use 

this to illustrate the workings of more-than-human societies.  Madeleine Boyd also examines 
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cooperative cross-species relations; using the lens of ‘corporeal charisma’ she examines three 

different modes of promoting awareness of cruelty within horse racing, and explores creative 

interaction as a means of fostering empathy through an interspecies visual arts workshop with 

the author, Prince the pony and human participants. Malcolm Caulfield’s important work also 

addresses issues of animal welfare, in the context of the Australian animal-use industries’ welfare 

standards. His review of the science used to provide evidence for the development of various 

animal welfare standards and legislation reveals numerous instances in which there are significant 

flaws.  As well, he provides information and examples which show that the development process 

of standards can be determined by parties with an economic interest in those same industries. 

 This issue concludes with Nigel Rothfels’ review of Peta Tait’s latest book Fighting 

Nature: Travelling Menageries, Animal Shows, and War Shows (2016) and Will Kymlicka’s review of 

The Political Turn in Animal Ethics, edited by Robert Garner and Siobhan O’Sullivan (2016). 

We hope you find this issue informative and thought-provoking. 

 

Melissa Boyde (editor) and Sally Borrell, Michael Griffiths, Annie Potts and Philip 

Armstrong (associate editors). 
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Contributor Biographies 
 

Marcus Baynes-Rock is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow with the University of Notre Dame. His 

interests lie in relations between humans and large carnivores in evolutionary history and 

contemporary societies. His recent book, Among the Bone Eaters, documents his experiences 

conducting research among people and spotted hyenas in the city of Harar, Ethiopia. 

 

Madeleine Boyd is an Australian artist and academic specializing in transdisciplinary interspecies 

art and theory. Her first tertiary degrees were in biology and environmental science, later 

professionalising an interest in sculpture and performance through arts study at the National Art 

School and Sydney College of the Arts. Boyd completed her Doctorate of Philosophy at Sydney 

College of the Arts in 2016, with a research project titled ‘Horse/Human Entanglements: New 

Materialism and Non-Human Perspectives in Contemporary Art’. Boyd has co-curated and 

exhibited work in group exhibitions with the support of the Australasian Animal Studies 

Association, the New Materialism in Contemporary Art research cluster and the University of 

Sydney. She has presented original concepts on art practice-led-research and philosophy at 
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Douglas Campbell is a New Zealand philosopher, who lectures at the University of Canterbury. 

He has strong interests in many areas of philosophy – ranging from consciousness to 

metaphysics; from logic to de-extinction. He lives with one wife, three daughters, two dogs, 

two rabbits, and two mice. The mice are in charge. 
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Malcolm Caulfield has spent most of his working life as a scientist.  He qualified as a lawyer in 

2002, and fairly shortly after that became involved in animal welfare matters.  He was Animals 

Australia's first lawyer, and he wrote the first textbook on animal welfare law in Australia.  He 
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the School of Humanities and Social Inquiry at the University of Wollongong. 

 

Rick De Vos is an Adjunct Research Fellow in the Centre for Culture and Technology at Curtin 

University in Western Australia, and a member of the Extinction Studies Working Group 

http://extinctionstudies.org/.  He has published essays on extinction, in particular its cultural 

and historical dimensions, in Knowing Animals (2007), Animal Death (2013), Extinction Studies: 

Stories of Time, Death and Generations (2017), and in Animal Studies Journal. He is currently 

completing a monograph on the cultures and practices of extinction. 

 

Rosie Ibbotson is Lecturer in Art History and Theory at Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha 

University of Canterbury. Her research concerns the intersections of visual representation and 

environmental change in the long nineteenth century, and she is writing a book titled Picturing 

the Imperial Anthropocene: Visual Representation, Migratory Imaginaries, and Environmental Change in 

the Long Nineteenth Century. Rosie also writes on visual and material cultures of de-extinction, 

and in collaboration with Barbara Garrie is editing a book titled Things Change: Material Culture, 

Transformation, and Memory in Post-earthquake Christchurch. Prior to joining the faculty at 

Canterbury, Rosie was a Postdoctoral Research Associate in the Department of Prints and 

Drawings at the Yale Center for British Art in New Haven, Connecticut, and completed  

her doctorate at the University of Cambridge, focusing on the international Arts and  

Crafts Movement. 
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Will Kymlicka is the Canada Research Chair in Political Philosophy at Queen's University in 

Kingston, Canada, and is the co-author, with Sue Donaldson, of Zoopolis: A Political Theory of 

Animal Rights (2011). 

 

Carolyn Mason is a lecturer in the Philosophy Department at the University of Canterbury, and 

an ethicist on the New Zealand Ethics Committee for Assisted Reproductive Technology. Her 

teaching and research focus on ethics, bioethics, justice and public policy.  

 

Henrietta Mondry is Professor in the Department of Global, Cultural and Languages Studies and 

English Department at the University of Canterbury, and member of the New Zealand Centre 

for Human-Animal Studies. She is Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand and has had 

Visiting Fellowships at the Universities of Oxford, Cambridge and Durham. She has published 

widely; her most recent book is Political Animals: Representing Dogs in Modern Russian Culture. 

 

Nigel Rothfels is co-author (with Dick Blau) of the recent Elephant House (2015) and the editor 

of the Penn State UP book series Animalibus: Of Animals and Culture. 

 

Elizabeth Marshall Thomas was a member of the first expedition to undertake a study of pre-

contact San in the Kalahari. She has published widely on subjects ranging from her experiences 

with the San to the hidden worlds of microorganisms.  Her books include The Old Way: A Story of 

the First People, and Tamed and Untamed: Stories of Animals Domestic and Wild, co-written with 

science writer Sy Montgomery. 


