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Editorial: Sanctuary 
 

 

This special sanctuary edition of the Animal Studies Journal is dedicated to Minuet, who died not 

long ago after living an exceptionally long life for a cow in this world.  She was 26 years old, 

almost 27.  Minuet was a Friesian cow who lived all her life in the same little herd at a farm 

which in many ways resembles a sanctuary, in the sense of a sanctuary as a place where the 

animal’s life and wellbeing is of central importance; but also a sanctuary in the sense of the 

limitations that almost always includes – human control and lifelong captivity.  I was there when 

she was born, and when she died, and I think she had a happy life, even though at times it was 

clear to me that she suffered humans gladly in the face of our inadequacies.  Without the 

sanctuary of the farm she may, like her mother, have been sold at the saleyards when only a few 

weeks old (I saw her there and took her home), or she may have found herself captive and put to 

work in a dairy farm like her grandmother.  Sanctuary seems utopic in the face of these kinds of 

realities for cows; but, as Foucault suggests, utopias are not real.   

In his introduction to this special edition of the journal, Elan Abrell takes up Foucault’s 

idea of counter-sites – heterotopias – and finds for sanctuaries the possibility of ‘co-creating 

species-queered heterotopias’.  As guest editor he has carefully curated papers by academics and 

from the field which provide critiques and insights into the ‘possibilities and limits’ of  

‘captive freedom’.  

Also in this edition there is a strong and vivid short story by Camila Cossío; a review by 

academic and playwright Peta Tait which considers human-animal emotion in some recent 

theatrical performances; several book reviews including Carol Gigliotti’s review of Meat Culture; 

Henrietta Mondry’s review of Following the Animal: Power, Agency, and Human-Animal 

Transformations in Modern, Northern-European Literature; and Philip Armstrong’s review of The  
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War Against Animals.  There is also an essay by Richard Twine, A Practice Theory Framework for 

Understanding Vegan Transition, which draws upon interviews with 40 vegans in the UK.  

I think you will find much of interest in this edition. 

Melissa Boyde  

Editor 
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