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Editorial 
 

This issue of the journal includes papers on a broad range of topics – from animals in the Internet of 

Things to an activist/scholar’s account of embodied actions emerging from interspecies interrelations. 

The issue begins with a Provocation from the Field by pattrice jones, co-founder of VINE 

Sanctuary, an LGBTQ-run farmed animal sanctuary in the USA. pattrice’s exploration of possible emu 

perspectives – in the contexts of human migration, invasion, the Great Emu War of 1932 and the 

continuing effects of consumer capitalism globally for emus who are designated as an exotic commodity – 

invites us to reflect on ourselves as one species in relation to others.  

Nicola Evans and Alison Moore introduce animal studies perspectives to a discussion  

of the Internet of Things. The paper considers the impact of discourse surrounding smart  

objects and robots, which draws heavily on animals, on real nonhuman animals and on  

human-animal relations.  

Kirsty Dunn’s article (developed from a paper awarded the Australasian Animal Studies 

Association’s 2017 Denise Russell Postgraduate Prize for Animal Ethics) considers plant-based diets within 

Māori culture in Aotearoa New Zealand. The paper explores the formulation of personal food ethics of 

veganism in various online food blogs by Māori authors in the context of ‘values of kaitiakitanga 

(guardianship, stewardship, and caretaking), hauora (holistic health and wellbeing) and rangatiratanga 

(self determination. sovereignty, and leadership)’. 

Cameron Boyle’s ‘Remembering the Huia’ examines this extinct bird’s ongoing cultural life, 

discussing its representations in the art of Bill Hammond and Sally Ann McIntyre as examples of 

‘reflective nostalgia’. 

A. Frances Johnson offers two short fiction works that mindfully decentre humans – 

reimagining the death of Argos in The Odyssey in ‘The Death of the First Dog’ and presenting an aging dog 

and a human companion in ‘The Carrier’. 
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Peta Tait’s short performance text Space on Par, which presents theatrical characters who blur 

species identities, takes a lighthearted approach to the pressing issue of human refusal to recognise the 

spatial needs of other species for survival.  

Deborah Wardle employs a zoocritical approach in her discussion of Gillian Mears’ novel Foal’s 

Bread which underscores the importance of horses – their individuality and agency – in the fortunes of a 

family in rural Australia; a family whose relationships with each other and with their horses Wardle 

depicts as ‘corrugated’. 

Justine Groizard provides findings from a fieldwork study over two years on greyhound racing 

in the state of New South Wales in Australia, distinguishing between various participants’ perspectives 

and practices to provide insights on greyhound racing in the wake of recent controversies including live 

baiting and animal cruelty. 

Helen Kopnina presents an analsysis of university students’ views on the Dutch Party for 

Animals over several years which reveal both their ‘nuanced positions on the anthropocentrism-

ecocentrism continuum’ and ability to critically rethink human centrism. 

Gonzalo Villanueva argues that animals need not be potrayed as ‘voiceless’, developing from his 

experience with the Coalition Against Duck Shooting in Victoria the proposition of ‘entangled activism’. 

The issue concludes with reviews of seven recent publications: Alex Lockwood reviews Joshua 

Lobb’s novel in twelve stories The Flight of Birds; Wendy Woodward reviews artist Sue Coe’s Zoocide; 

Hayley Singer reviews Kathryn Gillespie’s moving book The Cow with Eartag #1389; Zoei Sutton reviews 

Animal Places, Lively Cartographies of Human-Animal Relations, edited by Jacob Bull, Tora Holmberg and 

Cecilia Åsberg; Peta Tait reviews James Hevia’s Animal Labor and Colonial Warfare; Denise Russell reviews 

Lesley A. Sharp’s Animal Ethos: The Morality of Human-Animal Encounters in Experimental Lab Science; and 

Wendy Woodward reviews Animalities: Literary and Cultural Studies Beyond the Human, edited by  

Michael Lundblad. 

I hope you find lots in this issue that is new and compelling; and please remember that the 

journal welcomes submissions from established and emerging animal studies scholars.  

 

Melissa Boyde, Editor 

Associate editors on this issue:  Philip Armstrong, Sally Borrell and Michael Griffiths. 
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